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pleasant rural abode, while troops loyal to the government arrived from the front. In the morning of July 6 a Bolshevik leaflet announced that "the demonstration was over." To the Bolsheviks the July affair was a ballon d'essai. They were not yet sure of their ground and were not prepared for a real insurrection. Red guards, that is, armed detachments of workers, marched in the demonstration, but their number was small. The government could still count on loyal troops; the attitude of the workers and of the Petrograd garrison had not yet crystallized, and the revolt had few repercussions outside the capital. Lenin referred to the July rebellion as "something considerably more than a demonstration but less than a revolution." The immediate consequences to the party were dreary, but the experience taught the Bolsheviks a lesson by which they profited in October.
The documents incriminating Lenin and other Bolshevik leaders found their way into the newspapers in spite of the efforts of the government to stop publication. Kerensky held that the premature disclosure had prevented the apprehension of Lenin's accomplices and thus greatly weakened the case against him. Pereverzev was forced to resign. Other ministers, however, were unconvinced that the evidence was valid, and they questioned the reliability of the source from which it was obtained. The publication of the documents, nevertheless, created a sensation. In wartime, spy hunting is a popular sport, and the sinister activities of the German agents offered a facile explanation of Russia's disorders and the breakdown of the army. To the general public the fact that Lenin returned to Russia by way of Germany was conclusive evidence of his guilt.2 The assumption that the participants in the July revolt were German agents or their dupes soothed the pangs of socialist conscience and simplified the task of retribution. On July 6 warrants were issued for the arrest of Lenin, Zinovev, and Kamenev. Lenin, however, went into hiding, first in Petrograd and later in Finland. Zinovev, too, eluded the police. Both protested their innocence but declared that they could not count on a fair trial. A special commission was appointed to investigate the ramifications of the revolt. There were numerous arrests, including those
2Miliukov and Kerensky (to mention only two) have maintained in their writings published in exile that Lenin and his friends were German agents financed from Berlin. This theory is implausible; and even if it could be proved—which, so far as I know, has never been done—that Lenin received funds from Germany this would not be conclusive evidence that such payments influenced his opinions and policies. His devotion to the cause of socialist revolution is not open to doubt.

